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MARY’S DISCOVERIES
Luke 1:26-38
1. FROM MALACHI TO MATTHEW: The Quite Time.  (400 years of silence.)
2. Then:


a. A flurry of angelic activity.


b. The world enters a time of swift prophetic fulfillment.

3. THE APPEARANCE OF GABRIEL TO MARY.

a. Takes place in Galilee, in the city of Nazareth.  (V. 26)


b. Mary is a virgin awaiting her marriage to Joseph. (V. 27)

4. In the long process of fulfilled prophecy what did Mary discover and what can we in the 21st Century?

I. MARY DISCOVERED THAT GOD’S PLANS ARE ETERNAL.  (V. 33)


A. Think about it – Mary was a very young woman and undoubtedly had many plans of her own.


B. Gabriel’s surprising message.  (And what a surprise!)



a. She was “highly favored.”  (i.e. was endued with grace)  (V. 28, 30)



b. She would conceive before marriage – she was a virgin!



c. Her son would be called “The Son of the Most Highest.”  (V. 32)



d. He would be a King and would reign forever!  (V. 33)


C. Know this:  God works on a “forever” basis.  (We should make our plans with eternity’s values in mind.)

II. MARY DISCOVERED THAT GOD’S PLANS ARE UNFAILING.  (V. 32-33)

A. Mary must have been familiar with the promises regarding the Messiah.



a. Someday God would send the One to rule on David’s throne.  (V. 32)



b. He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)



c. He would be born of a virgin.  (Isaiah 7:14)




1. Matthew 1:23.




2. Matthew 2:13-14.


B. But centuries had passed without these promises being fulfilled.


C. Now Gabriel reveals that she will give birth to the Promised One! (V. 33)



a. She of all people!  



b. God works that way!  (I Cor. 1:25ff)

D. God’s plans, indeed, are unfailing!

III. MARY DISCOVERED THAT GOD’S POWER IS UNLIMITED.  (V. 37)

A. The question:  “How shall these thing be…”  (V. 34)



a. Mary is confused…But the Holy Spirit will do the impossible. (V. 35)



b. Remember, God had already proven His power to Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth. (V. 36)


B. With God, all things are possible!



a. What Good News for our troubled times!



b. What a faith builder for prayer!


C. Mary’s discoveries are demonstrated in the Gospel.



a. God’s plans are eternal:  The Cross.



b. God’s promises are unfailing:  The Resurrection.



c. God’s power is unlimited: The New Birth to those who believe.
