TODAY GOD IS DEALING WITH ISRAEL DISPENSATIONALLY
Romans 11:12-29
1. In our last study we saw that God is dealing with Israel disapprovingly – Verses 11-22. 

a. We saw that the setting aside of Israel as a nation for the time being is in keeping with God’s long-range goals for 

the Jewish people.


b. The setting aside is not a permanent move on God’s part, for that would involve the cancellation of promises 



secured to Abraham and his seed by a solemn and unconditional guarantee.


c. These promises have not been cancelled but their fulfillment merely postponed.
2. We see that God has every intention of ultimately restoring Israel to all her former privileges.
I.  IT IS WITHIN THE POWER OF GOD TO RESTORE ISRAEL.  (V. 23-24)

A. The ingrafting of the Gentiles was “contrary by nature.”
(The olive, in its natural wild state, bears no berries, or but few and these small and destitute of oil. The olive is wild by nature and must be grafted by the good before it will bear fruit; but here the Apostle speaks of grafting the wild into the good, not the good upon the wild!  He says this contrary to nature! Graft the good upon the wild and it will conquer the wild; but you cannot reverse the process with success.  If you insert a wild graft into a good tree, it will conquer the good. It is only in the kingdom of grace that a process thus contrary to nature can be successful – thus to magnify the mercy shown to the Gentiles by grafting them, a wild race, contrary to the nature, into the good olive tree.)

B. If, Paul says, the grafting in, contrary to nature, of the Gentiles has been so fruitful, what will it be when Israel, the 



natural branches, come back into their own!

II. IT IS WITHIN THE PURPOSE OF GOD TO RESTORE ISRAEL. (V. 25-29) (NOTE: God gives three guarantees.)

A. First, we see the constitutional guarantee. (V. 25)



1. This “constitutional” guarantee is based on the word “until.”


2. “Until” what? – Until the “fullness of the Gentles be come in.”


3. There are two great expressions in the New Testament concerning the Gentiles.




a. “The times of the Gentiles” – Luke 21:24




1) This has to do with the period during which Jerusalem is under Gentile power.





2) This period began with Nebuchadnezzar and will continue until the return of Christ.





3) This has to do with the political ascendancy of the Gentiles, Nebuchadnezzar being the first Gentile 








sovereign to reign by divine right. (Daniel 2:37)




b. “The fullness of the Gentiles” 




1) This has to do with the spiritual ascendancy of the Gentiles.






a) When Israel crowned all its former rebellions with the crucifixion of the Messiah and then resisted the Holy 





Spirit (as recorded in Acts), God took away from the nation its spiritual privileges too. 






b) Increasingly in the book of Acts the emphasis is on the Gentiles. 
(It was not long before Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus and Rome eclipsed Jerusalem as centers of spiritual influence; and when in A.D. 70 Titus razed Jerusalem to the ground, all semplance of Jewish authority in the church collapsed.)





2) The “fullness of the Gentiles” refers to the spiritual blessings of the Gentiles described by Peter in Acts 15:14.





a) It will be completed at the rapture, at which time God will once more bless men through Israel.





b) The world will then see the Jew evangelizing the Gentile.


B. Second, we see the Christological guarantee. (V. 26)


1. The greater part of the nation of Israel will perish during the great tribulation. (Jer. 30:5–31:40; Rev. 7)


2. But at the return of the Lord Jesus the surviving remnant will all be converted. (Zech. 12:10-14)

C. Third, we see the contractual guarantee. (V. 27-29)

