HONEST LOVE: THE NECESSARY INGREDIENTS FOR A HAPPY CHURCH
Romans 12:10-13
1. Last week we looked at Verse 9 and spoke about an honest love and a hatred of evil and 
a clinging to that which 
is good.

2. Today we see the outworking of honest love in the life of believers in the church – the family of God.

3. These are the necessary ingredients for a happy and wholesome church.

I. LOVE EXPRESSED. V. 10


A. “In love for the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another.”


1. I John 3:14 says that “love for the brethren” is a sign of spiritual live.


2. But how few are tenderly affectioned!




a. You see, the church is not a collection of acquaintances – not even a gathering of friends!




b. The church, the genuine Body of Christ, is a family of God!

B. “In honor preferring one another.”


1. How beautiful a grace!



2. Listen to these words! Really to prefer from the heart other believers before yourself!



a. More than half the trouble that arises in churches concerns rights and privileges and places of prestige!




b. Someone has not been given his or her place; someone has been neglected or properly thanked.



3. There is enough of the natural man in most of us to like to get our rights; but the Christian man knows that 



he has no rights – only duties.
II. LOVE DEMONSTRATED. V. 11


A. “In zeal not sluggish.”


1. The word here has no reference whatever to “worldly business.”


2. This has to do with spiritual matters.



a.
 Satan would use the doctrine of grace, or the assurance of faith, to settle down believers into spiritual 




slothfulness.




b. The Christian cannot take things in an easy-going way, for to him life is always a choice between life and 



death; the world is always a battle-ground between good and evil; the time is short; and life is a 






preparation ground for eternity!

B. “Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”



1. In the Laodicean church the Lord could not stomach those who were neither hot nor cold!



2. Today there is an apathy in our churches with no fire in our hearts!



a. The word “fervent” means “burning!”




b. Serving the Lord with ferver and vigor!   (ILL: “First time the church has been on fire.”)
III.  LOVE ABOUNDING. V. 12


A. “In hope rejoicing; in tribulation remaining patient; in prayer steadfastly continuing.”

B. William R. Newell: “Ten will attend Bible teaching, and one hundred Sunday preaching, to two or three who “in 



prayer steadfastly continue”; but be thou of that two or three; for they prevail, and to them Christ reveals Himself; and 


they become channels of blessing to countless others.”
IV. LOVE IN ACTION. V. 13.


A. “To the needs of the saints contributing.”



1. Note: The needs of the saints contributing.


2. When we obey the injunction and begin wisely to inquire about the saints’ needs, we will be astonished at 



two things:




a. First, at the actual pressing necessities of many saints all about you.




b. Second, at the way God will supply your own necessities as you minister to them.

B. “Pursuing hospitality.”


1. This literally means “love to strangers.”



2. Pursuing folks, even stangers, with kindness!

Christianity is best demonstrated by the open hand, the open heart, and the open door.






