THE TRUE WORSHIP
Romans 12:1
1. We have now come to a new major section of this Pauline letter.


a. In Chapters 1-8, Paul explains the doctrines of condemnation, justification, sanctification, and glorification.


b. In Chapters 9-11, he explains to Israel why the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants have not been fulfilled.

2. Now, in Chapters 12-16, the apostle exhorts to holiness of life for the believer.

3. In Chapters 12-16, the apostle exhorts to a life in conformity with the exalted position in which Chapters 1-8 place 
a believer and in view also of the God-given ability which the beliver has to live such a life.


4. Know this: Doctrine must always precede exhortation.


a. In doctrine, the saint is shown his exalted position whick makes the exhortation to a holy life, a reasonable one.


b. In doctrine, the saint is informed as to the resources of grace he possesses with which to obey the exhortation.

5. So, the whole purpose of this long verse by verse exposition of Romans is so that you and I may completely 
understand the doctrinal basis for our being able to behave as we ought: in our families as  husbands and 

wives, as sons and daughters, as employers and employees, as friends and neighbors.


a. If we do not grasp these fundamental doctrinal truths, all the preaching and specialized conferences will only 

be the beating of air with high sounding words with religious overtones.

b. It will amount to exhortations and appeals to “fleshly” or human efforts, that are bound to fail.


c. Therefore, my friends, we must “labor in the word and doctrine”  (I Timothy 5:17), for the time will come (and is 

now here!) 
when the church will not “endure sound doctrine but, after their own lusts, shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears.” (2 Timothy 4:3)
I. THE URGING TO HOLINESS. “I Beseech You!”

A. “I beg of you, please!”


B. What an astonishing word to come from God!
II. THE BASIS UPON WHICH WE ARE URGED TO HOLINESS. “Therefore, brethren,  by the mercies of God.”

A. Let us call to mind these mercies (9 of them) which Paul sets out in chapters 1-8.


1. JUSTIFICATION – including pardon, removal of sins from us, trespasses never to be recokoned, a standing 


in Christ – being made the righteousness of God in Him!



2. IDENTIFICATION – taken out of Adam by death with Christ, dead to sin and to law, and now IN CHRIST!



3. UNDER GRACE, NOT LAW –Fruit unto God – unto sanctification, made possible.



4. THE SPIRIT INDWELLING – “No condemnation,” freedom from law of sin;witness of Sonship and Heritage.


5. HELP IN INFIRMITY – and in any present sufferings, on our way to share in Christ’s glory.



6. DIVINE ELECTION – Our final Conformity to Christ’s Image as His brethren; God’s settled Purpose, - in 



which, belivers already glorified in God’s sight!



7. COMING GLORY – beyond any comparison with present sufferings!



8. NO SEPARATION POSSIBLE – God loved us in Christ.


9. CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS – confirmed by His revealed plans for national Israel.


B. Therefore, in view of the fact:



1. That we are justified persons, righteous in our standing before God, we are under obligation to live a 




righteous life.



2. That we are the objects of the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification, we are to live those lives in the spiritual 



energy He supplies.


3. That we are yet to be glorified, we are to look forward to our Lord’s coming, and purify our lives.

Thus, the exhortations given to us by our apostle Paul, are to be obeyed in view of the contents of and through the enablements which chapters 1-8 provide.






