A RADICAL CHANGE
Romans 12:1-2
1. Ture Christianity must and will cost something.
2. The presentation of the body results in  a transformed life.
I. A RADICAL CHANGE MUST TAKE PLACE.


A. This change must come not from without – “Be not conformed to this world.” (age)


1. This is the Gr. word schema and means the outward form which varies according to conditions around it.


2. Paul says, “Don’t try to match your life to all the fashions of this world, don’t be like the lizard that changes 





colors according to its environment.” 


3. Don’t let the world put you into its mold and don’t be shaped in your life and your thinking by this world!!



a. The word “world” is “age.”




b. “This signifies the condition of humanity, which, since the fall, is in spiritual darkness, with a nature, tendencies, 



and influences conrolled by the powers of darkness in opposition to God, and now under the prince of darkness.”



c. It is not “kosmos” which can signifify the world of lost humanity in it’s bulk – but the age of influence 




against God and godliness.



d. The “age” may and does change…what was “in” yesterday is not “in” today…and the change is always 



downward, away from purity, cleanliness, holiness and godliness.


B. The change must begin and take place from within – “But be ye transformed.”


1. This is the Gr. word “morphe”- where we get our word metamorphosis. 


2. It is a change from “within”- (like the change from a caterpillar to a beautiful butterfly.)


3. This word is used only two other times in scripture.




a. The transfiguration of the Lord Jesus. (Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2)




b. The word is used to describe the glorious change wrought in the believer when he steadfastly 







comtemplates the Lord Jesus!  (2 Cor. 3:18)


C. A person who is born from above is changed in his/her essence!
II. THE CHANGE BEGINS IN THE MIND – IN THE THOUGHT PROCESSES – THE RENEWED THINKING.


“By the renewing of your mind.”

A. The Greeks had two word for “new.” 



1. Neos means new in point of time.


2. Kainos means new in point of character and nature.


B. A newly manufactured pencil is neos; but a man who was once a sinner, and who is now on the way to being a 

saint, is kainos.



1. When Chist comes into a man’s life he is a new (kainos) man.



2. The center of his being is different; the driving power of his life is different; his mind is different; his life is 



different; his mind is different; for the mind of Christ is in him! 


3. How is this “renewing of your mind” to take place:  2 Cor. 10:3-5; 1 Peter 1:13.
II. THE EVIDENCE – THE PROOF – THE RESULT – “That you may prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect 

will of God.”

A. Many ask the question, “How can I know the will of God for my life.”


B. Here is the answer!  If we will focus on:



a. Not being conformed from without by this world system that is alienated from God;


b. But being transformed from within by the Holy Spirit and His Word;



c. And the renewing of our minds through His Word and daily presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice for His glory 



and use…


C. We will not only discover His good, and acceptable, and perfect will for our lives…but we will be living it!






