EXERCISING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Romans 12:3-8
1. Paul moves from the matter of our surrender to God to the matter of our particular places in that perfect will we 
have sought.

2. What Paul wants us to know is that there is a place for each of us in God’s work.

I. SEEING OURSELVES SOBERLY. V. 3

A. The emphasis is upon humility. 



1. We must not think more highly of ourselves than we ought.



2. There is no place for pride in the service of God.  (Philippians 2:3)


B. Paul’s urging is that we should think soberly.


1. The word means soundly, sanely, with self-control.



2. We ought to see ourselves objectively and not as we would like to see ourselves. i.e. With Honesty.

C. The method of sober thinking about ourselves – “according as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith.”



1. Each of us ought to determine what God has given us and see ourselves sanely and sensibly in that light.



2. This is further reason for humility.  (I Corinthians 4:7)

II. SEEING OURSELVES IN SERVICE.  V. 4-8)


A. Every believer is given, by the Spirit:


1. A place to fill.



2. A service to render.



3. A function to fulfill.



4. A part to play in the body of Christ.


B. First, we see the oneness of the body of Christ. (V. 4-5)  (I Corinthians 12:12-27)


C. Second, we see the variety of the spiritual gifts. (V. 6-8)


NOTE: This doctrine is one that needs renewed emphasis in today’s churches for two reasons.




a. The current charismatic emphasis on spiritual gifts is distorted and needs correcting.




b. Every individual believer needs to have a sense of usefulness in the Lord’s work and in the churches.



1. Prophecy – 




a. The “office” of prophet ceased when the apostolic period ended and the N. T. was completed. 







These men received direct revelation from God and then spoke, for God, to man.  (Eph. 2:19-22)




b. But the preacher, who speaks for God from the written word, is the “prophet” of our day.



2. Ministering – i. e. Serving


3. Teaching – For the edifying of the body.



4. Exhorting – The emphasis is on encouraging and comforting.



5. Giving – 




a. This gift comes not from plentitude of possessions as from a genereous spirit – it comes only from God.




b. The “simplicity” means without hidden motives, openly.



6. Ruling – 




a. Those who lead or govern a church.  (I Thessalonians 5:12)




b. “Diligence” is zeal, earnestness, urgency.



7. Showing mercy – The spirit of compassion.



a. This is a gift from God’s Spirit.




b. This gift is moved by men’s needs – physical, economic, or spiritual – with “cheerfulness.”

Every Christian ought to be ready for service – not with pride – for we each have a God ordained place in His Body.






