LOVE IN ACTION
Romans 12:9
1. Verses 9 thru 21 addresses the question:  How do we love those in the Church and how do we love those in the 
world?

2. Like a rapid telegraphic message Paul sets out in quick, short, sentences some twenty-four commands.

a. If we fully understand and are committed to what Verses 1 and 2 speak of, then these are not hard to accept 


and to submit to.

b. But we must go back to Verses 1 & 2.

3. In this one verse we see three vital injunctions from the Holy Spirit.
I. FIRST, THERE MUST BE AN HONEST LOVE. 

A. The word is “hypocrite,” – a play actor, a stage player. (We do so much of that in life and in the church too.)


1. This is “agape” love – a Godlike love that loves regardless of the circumstances, a deliberate love that decides 


it will keep loving even if it is rebuffed – IT IS A “DECIDED” LOVE!


2. We are challenged to live out the highest love and to do so with the highest sincerity – it is not to be 





counterfeit!  

B. You see this is not optional for the believer!  


1. I Peter 4:8; John 13:35 


2. The Holy Spirit is the only One Who can pour love into and through our hearts. (Romans 5:5)

II. SECOND, THERE MUST BE A GENUINE HATRED.


A. “Abhor” – to shrink from! – it suggests revulsion and rejection! – to have a horror of of evil! (i.e. – not evil in the 


abstract but evil that is active opposition to 
the good) (a withdrawal from it and a loathing of it)

B. William R. Newell wrote:  “This is impossible to the unregenerated, and only intermittently possible for the carnal 



Christian; but to one who has obeyed the first two verses of this chapter and surrendered to God, it is a holy instinct! 


(Psalm 97:10 – “Ye that love Jehovah, hate evil”)


1. Someone has said: “To be a good Christian, a man must be a good hater!”



2. It has been said that our one security against sin lies in our being shocked by it!



3. Paul said that we must abhor sin!    (i. e. - Revulsion – rejection – horror!!)

C. The child of God must hate evil and love good.



1. What many people hate is not evil, but the consequences of evil. ( 2 Corinthians 7:9-10)


2. We need to see the infinite beauty of holiness, and the the infinite damnability of sin!

III. THIRD, THERE MUST BE A PASSIONATE GRIP.

A. The believer must “cleave” to that which is good.

B. This word means “to cling to,” “to glue to,” “cement,” “to join,” “to fasten firmly together.”



Philippians 4:8.






