SEVEN PRINCIPLES TO LIVE BY
Romans 12:14-21
1. Here Paul offers a series of godly principles wherewith to govern our relationships with our fellow men.

2. Seven principles to live-by as a Christian in our daily walk.

a. Many people come to the latter years of their lives with regrets.


b. How we would save ourselves so much pain and regret by simply allowing the Word to guide our lives!

I. THE CHRISTIAN MUST MEET PERSECUTION WITH A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE. (V. 14)

A. When the Christian is hurt, and insulted, and maltreated, he has the example of his Master before him.



1. He, upon His cross, prayed for forgiveness for those who were killing him.



2. There is been no greater force to move men into Christianity than just the forgiveness which the martyrs in 


ever age have shown.

B. Remember Stephen (Acts 7:60) died praying for forgiveness for those who stoned him to death.



1. Among those who killed him was a young man named Saul – who afterwards became Paul, the apostle to 



the Gentiles, and the slave of Christ!



2. Augutine said: “The Church owes Paul to the prayer of Stephen.”
II. WE HAVE TO REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO DO REJOICE, & TO WEEP WITH THOSE WHO WEEP. (V. 15)

A. There are few bonds like the bond of a common sorrow. 

B. But also, it is much easier to weep with those who weep than it is to rejoice with those who rejoice.



“It is only when self is dead that we can take as much joy in the success of others as in our own.”
III. WE ARE TO LIVE IN HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER.  (V. 16a)


A. Lord Nelson, the British naval commander, after one of his great victories, sent back a dispatch in which he 


gave the reason for it: “I had the happiness to cammand a band of brothers.”

B. It is a “band of brothers” that any church should be.

IV. WE ARE TO AVOID ALL PRIDE AND ALL SNOBBISHNESS.  (V. 16b)


A. Remember this: Saintliness has nothing to do with rank, or wealth, or birth.

B. The Christian Church is still the place where all earthly distinctions are gon, for with God there is not respect 


of persons.

V. WE ARE TO MAKE OUR CONDUCT FAIR FOR ALL TO SEE.  (V. 17)


So called Christianity can be presented in the hardest and the most unlovely way; but real Christianity is 

something which is fair for all to see.


VI. WE ARE TO LIVE AT PEACE WITH ALL MEN.  (V. 18)

A. “If it be possible.” 

B. “As much as lieth in you”
VII. WE ARE TO KEEP OURSELVES FROM ALL THOUGHT OF TAKING REVENGE.  (V. 19-21)


A. Vengeance does not belong to us; it belong to God.  (V. 19)

B. To treat a man with kindness rather than vengeance is the way to move his heart. (V. 20)

C. To stoop to vengenacne is to be ourselves conquered by evil.  (V. 21)






