THE CHRISTIAN AND GOVERNMENT
Romans 13:1-7
1.  There are times when these veses are easier to expound or explain than other times.


a. For instance when your party is in power or running things.  

b. When that is the case you tend to agree more but not always.

2. But that is not at all what Paul is speaking about here in the passage before us.


a. These verses have nothing to do with “who” is in control or who the leaders may be.

c. He is setting forth certain principles that apply to the Christian in every society – whether you agree or not.
3. Here Paul is saying that we have a responsibility to the government and through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
he explains the rationale behind why we should support an organized government.

I. WHY SHOULD A CHRISTIAN SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT? (V. 1)


A. Because human government is ordained by God. (V. 1) 



[Genesis 8:15ff - After the flood God subjected humanity to a new test.  Although man’s direct moral 




responsibility to God continued, God delegated to him certain areas of His authority, in which he was to 



obey God through submission to his fellow man.  So God instituted a corporate relationship of man to man 


in human government.  Whereas in the preceding dispensation restraint upon men was internal (Gen. 6:3), 


God’s Spirit working through moral responsibility, a new and external restraint was added, i.e. the 





power of civil government.  The Bible teaches that man’s responsibility for government has not ceased but 


continues until Christ sets up His kingdom.]


1. This means that God has set apart all government officials for special service.  



2. Daniel 2:20-22 – Just like pictures on a wall, God puts them up and when He is ready, God takes them 




down. 

B. God is sovereign and in control.  



1. Sometimes He sets up an evil ruler.



2. Example:  King Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 2:37; 4:17.


3. Later God took Nebuchadnezzar down and set up another king in his place. 


C. So it is in our modern times.  We may struggle to respect the individual, but we pay that person honor because 


we respect the God-ordained office.



1. There is one caveat or caution here:  There are times when we are told to protest the laws of government.



2. Daniel 3:16-18; Acts 5:29.  (Abortion)

II. WHY HAS GOD APPOINTED HUMAN GOVERNMENT?  (V. 3-4)


A. To restrain evil. (V. 3-4)



1. There is no law that can make a person good or moral.


2. We have laws, not to legislate morality, but instead, to legislate agains immorality.


B. To reward good. (V. 3)
III. OUR DUTIES TOWARD THE GOVERNMENT.  (V. 5-6)


A. We should pay for the government. 



1. Jesus paid His taxes and so should you.  (Matthew 17:24-27)



2. Albert Einstein: “The hardest thing in the world to understand is the income tax.”


3. Oliver Wendell Homes, Jr.: “Taxes are the price we pay for civilization. 



B. We should pray for the government.  (I Timothy 2:1-4)

C. We should participate in the government.  (Matthew 5:13)



1. In 1776, one vote gave America the English languate rather than German.


2. In 1845, one vote save President Andrew Jackson from impeachment.



3. In 1876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the presidency.



4. In 1923, one vote gave a man named Hitler the leadership of the Nazi party.


D. We should persuade the government.  






