HOW SHOULD WE THEN LIVE?
Romans 13:8-14
1. Verses 11 & 12, set the tone for all of these verses before us.

2. Never before were the exhortations of these two verses more needed than now.
I. WE ARE TO WAKE UP AND LOOK UP!  (V. 11 AND 12)

A. There is probably no area of prophetic truth which is not flashing out its warning lights to our generation.



1. Everything indicates the imminency of the Lord’s return.
· The return of Israel to the promised land.
· The status of Jerusalem.

· Russia now siding with the Arab cause.

· The spread of atheistic ideologies.

· The drawing together of the European powers.

· The apostasy of the professing Protestant church.

· The growing influence of Rome and modern ecumenical trends.
· The rapid strides of science and technology.

· The unleashing of nuclear power. (Now rogue nations have this awesome power.) 
· The awakening of China to be a great economic and monetary power.

· The impasse among the nations.

· The growing power of syndicated crime and the general lawlessness of men.



2. We can almost hear His footfall on the threshold of the door. 

B. We are told “it is high time to awake out of sleep.” (V. 11)
II. . HOW SHALL WE THEN LIVE?


A.
The signs of the end of the age are seen everywhere, and yet in these solemn days how few of God’s people 


walk 
as the children of the day in the path of separation.


B. In view of that approaching day, when we shall see Him face to face and be with Him in glory how shall we, 


as believers, then live?


1. We are to travel light without the baggage of the world with its selfish attitudes and values. (V. 8-10)



a.  I Corinthians 13:11 



b. “Owe no man any thing.”



c. Let “love” be the dominant theme and quality of your life.  (Have no regrets)


2. We are to watch vigilantly. (V. 11) (Matthew 24:42-44)


3. We are to war valiantly. (V. 12)




a. The “casting off” and the “putting on” in each case suggest a definite and complete act.





i.
Whenever a person reports for military service he or she is through with the old dress.





ii.
The civilian, in a decisive and complete act, discards his civilian clothes and pts on his uniform.




b. Because he is saved the believer is to put off deliberately and decisively, through the power of the 





indwelling Holy Spirit, the “works of darkness” – all those habits that once marked him as an 







unbeliever.


D. We are to walk virtuously. (V. 13) (See the positive walk and the negative walk.)

E. We are to wait victoriously.  (V. 14) (Again, the positive and the negative.)


1. We “put on” the Lord Jesus Christ as to our daily walk.




Richard Roberts said: “Jesus has not lost a battle yet – not one.”


2. We are to make no “provision” for the flesh – to fulfill its lusts.  

ILL: We ought to be like the little boy whose family clock malfunctioned and struck fifteen times, so that he rushed wide-eyed to his mother crying, “Mommy, it’s later than it’s ever been before!”






