THE INWARD LOOK AND THE OUTWARD LOOK IN THE CHURCH
Romans 14:13-23
1. Paul is not content with a negative statement in this matter of passing judgment on one another.

2. In view of the Judgment Seat of Christ, our decision should be to avoid at all costs doing anything which would 
hinder a brother in the exercise of his or her faith.

I. FIRST, WE ARE TO TAKE AN INWARD LOOK.  (V.13)


A. Paul is saying that, instead of looking in criticism at others, we should first look inward at our motives and 



our own lifestyles.


B. This would involve anything that would cause a weaker brother to stumble.  (Matthew 7:1-5)


1. How solemn a thing it is to be responsible for causing someone else to stumble in their faith.



2. We are either stepping stones or stumbling blocks.

II. THEN, WE ARE TO TAKE AN OUTWARD LOOK ALSO. (V. 14-23)


A. We are to operate in the spirit of love.



1. It is not the spirit of legalism – “I have to,” “I ought to.”



2. The spirit of love says “I want to.”


B. Paul sets before us three items of consideration in these verses.



1. First, the two great principles of our liberty in Christ.  (V. 14-15)




a. The rights of  free conscience. (V. 14)





i. Paul is not speaking here of that which is morally impure, only of that which is ceremonially impure.





ii. What a blessing to be delivered from all the fuss and bother of mere religion!




b. The responsibilities of a free conscience. (V. 15)



2. Second, the priorities of our liberty in Christ. (V. 16-18)



a. We must guard against giving a wrong impression. (V. 16)





i. In our liberty, we must not prejudice the cause of Christ.





ii. ILL: For years, C. H. Spurgeon saw nothing wrong with smoking.  He could do it with good 







conscience – until a tobacco firm was advertising, “the brand that Spurgeon smokes!”  He had given 

a wrong impression about the Christian life, and from that day gave up the habit.




b. We must guard against getting a wrong impression. (V. 17-18)





i. The debates about “eating or drinking” or “not eating or drinking” will cause us to miss the real 






issues.





ii. When we are taken up with trivial externals, we are in danger of getting a wrong impression about 





the Christian life.





iii. What counts most is a union with the Spirit of God so vital that it is expressed in a Christlike walk – 




characterized by righteousness, and peace, and joy!



3. Third, the practice of our liberty in Christ. (V. 19-23)




a. The spirit of love will see to it that freedom will be properly regulated. (V. 19-21)





ILL:  During the war, when vessels had to be convoyed across the Atlantic because of the U-boat 






menace, all vessels had to adjust their speed to that of the slowest.





ILL: The shepherd must pace the flock to accommodate the weakest lamb.




b. The spirit of love will see to it that freedom will be properly regarded. (V. 22-23)





i. Faith must not be displayed in such a way as to show off one’s superiority.





ii. Mature faith is characterized by humility before the Lord before Whom we must all give an answer.

In essence what Paul is saying is: In essentials, unity;  in nonessentials, liberty;  in all things, charity or love.






