THE CHURCH OF LAODICEA – THE CHURCH OF THE LAST DAYS
(The Apostate Church:  The People’s Church)

Revelation 3:14-22

1.  The last of the seven churches is the most disappointing! 

2.  It is a graphic prophecy of the modern day apostate church.

I. SEE THE ONE WHO SPEAKS TO THE CHURCH . (V. 14)  Col. 1:15-18; John 1:3.

II. CHRIST’S COMMENDATION OF LAODICEA.  (“NONE!”)
A. This is the only church of the seven where there is nothing commendable!
B. This is a tragic indictment on so-called Christianity in the 20th and 21st Century!

III. CHRIST’S CONDEMNATION OF LAODICEA. (V. 15-16)


A. Notice that the church in this age is sickening lukewarm   (II Timothy 3:1-7) (Two characteristics)



a. They see truth but are unenthused.  (2 Timothy 4:3-4)




1. In a self-deceiving spiritual state.




2. Thought it good form to be Christian…but knew nothing about Lordship.



b. There is no conviction of sin!




1. Resent any suggestion that they need to repent.





2. Think faithfulness is simply church attendance as example.





3. May admit the fact of sin but don’t hate it!





4. More concerned how they look, what they will wear than how they appear to God!

B. The church in this age is self-deceived.(V. 17a)



a. Material abundance is not conductive to spiritual vitality.

b. Her church buildings and organizations are the finest. 
She has fabulous architecture, million-
dollar buildings, fund-raising organizations, and a large (though unconsecrated) church membership.

IV. CHRIST’S DESCRIPTION OF LAODICEA.  (V. 17b) (How “telling” of our church-life today.)
A. “Wretched, pitiful” – Even though she gives herself lessons on “positive thinking” and read books on “how to have peace,” inwardly her people are an unhappy, wretched lot!

B.
“Poor” – Though rich in material goods!  (Greatest poverty!)

C.
“Blind” – Spiritually blind!  Trying to operate and solve world’s problems in own power.

D.
“Naked” – Clothed in religion but not clothed in the Righteousness of Christ!

V. CHRIST’S COUNSEL TO LAODICEA – That is, the church of this age!  V. 18)

A. “Buy of the gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich” (Laodicea was a great banking center.)
B. “White raiment that thou mayest be clothed that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear”

(Laodicea was a great clothing center and especially known for its black wool.)
C. “Anoint thine eyes with salve that thou mayest see”

(Laodicea was also a great medical center and known for a special salve to treat eye diseases which 
  particularly afflicted so many in the middle-east.)
VI. CHRIST’S COUNSEL TO INDIVIDUALS. (V. 19-21)    Note: Churches don’t repent – Individuals do!
