“The Fullness of The Time”

Galatians 4:1-7

1. In the midst of all the celebrating, noise and, often times, confusion of the “Christmas Season” the powerful significance of what happened in that little ole manger and why it happened is smothered under it all.

2. We must realize that nothing happens by “chance” with God.  Everything He does is purposeful, scheduled and right on time…His time.

3. So when Jesus was born, of a virgin, in Bethlehem and in a stable…it was all as God planned and for when He planned it.

I. THE FIVE FEATURES OF THE INCARNATION. (4:4)

A. First, notice the time of the incarnation. (“When the fullness of time was come)

1. “Time” here means chronological time, historical time. 

2. The perfect “historical time”;  (“fullness”) at the right time.
a. It was the right time politically.

· There was Roman Law.

· There was the Pax Roma – Rome ensured peace.

· There was the Roman road system and ease of travel on the seas.

b. It was the right time linguistically – The universal Greek language.

c. It was the right time prophetically – Daniel 9:25; 2:31-45; 7:1-14. (The Messiah was to come during the domination of the fourth Gentile world power over Israel: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome.)

3. There were two great failures that produced the most favorable time for the incarnation:

a. Man’s failure in legalism produced fear and frustration in hearts.

b. The Gentiles were disillusioned with their pagan gods.

B. Second, the incarnation was a commissioned event. (exapesteilen)

1. “Sent forth” means “to sent away from with a commission.”

2. The addition of the prefix (ex) shows that God sent His son out of heaven to earth with a commission to turn servants into sons.

3. The departure from heaven to earth shows that Christ actually existed before Mary conceived in her womb.

C. Third, the person sent was the Son of God.

1. The Greek literally reads “the God the Son of him.”
2. He did not become the Son of God at His human birth, baptism, crucifixion, or resurrection (which the cults teach), He was, is, and always shall be the eternal Son of God!

a. NOTE:  Within the Trinitarian oneness of God there is an equality of Persons; however, there is a voluntary subordination of function to carry out the divine counsel.

b. Philippians 2:5-8.

D. Fourth, the means of the incarnation was through the virgin birth. (“made of a woman”)

1. This is not the Greek word Paul used to depict natural birth. (gennao)

2. This word (genomenon) speaks of Christ’s incarnation. (i. e. something new made, out of)

3. He took on Himself a human nature without receiving a sinful tendency. (Is. 7:14; Luke 1:34-35.)

E. Fifth, His incarnation occurred “under the law.”
1. He lived under the law system to fulfill it, but not to destroy it. (Matt. 5:17)

2. Thus, He was the only one qualified to take man’s sin upon Himself.

II. THE DOUBLE PURPOSE OF THE INCARNATION. (4:5)

A. “To redeem them out from under the law.” “Redeem”- literally to “buy out of.”

B. “That we might receive the adoption of sons.” – i.e. Legal Sonship  (John 1:12)

The grand result: (V. 6-7) “Because you are sons (not slaves), God has sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”     
